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Welcome to God’s House  
 

The life of faith will be marked by difficulties. God warns us of that fact in his 

Word so that the believer will be prepared to meet these challenges with the 

confidence of the cross. Today we see that the Word of God often needs to be 

used as a hammer and fire – as Jeremiah describes. It is only through such sin-

crushing and soul-refining work that we find eternal righteousness in the Word 

of truth. 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
 
Opening Hymn                                   O Church, Arise   #870  
 
O Church, arise and put your armor on; 

hear the call of Christ our captain. 

For now the weak can say that they are strong 

in the strength that God has given. 

With shield of faith and belt of truth 

we’ll stand against the devil’s lies; 

an army bold whose battle cry is love, 

reaching out to those in darkness. 
 
Our call to war—to love the captive soul, 

but to rage against the captor; 

and with the sword that makes the wounded whole 

we will fight with faith and valor. 

When faced with trials on ev’ry side, 

we know the outcome is secure, 



and Christ will have the prize for which he died— 

an inheritance of nations. 
 
Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet, 

as the Son of God is stricken; 

then see his foes lie crushed beneath his feet, 

for the Conqueror has risen! 

And as the stone is rolled away, 

and Christ emerges from the grave, 

this vict’ry march continues till the day 

ev’ry eye and heart shall see him. 
 
So Spirit come, put strength in ev’ry stride, 

give grace for ev’ry hurdle, 

that we may run with faith to win the prize 

of a servant good and faithful. 

As saints of old still line the way, 

retelling triumphs of his grace, 

we hear their calls and hunger for the day 

when with Christ we stand in glory. 

       
 
Invocation 
 
In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 
Confession of Sins 

 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  

We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  



 We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 
Lord, Have Mercy                        
 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 
 
 

 



Glory Be to God                            CW #157 
 
♫   Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  

We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,  

we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,  

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.  

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.  

You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.  

For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.  

You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

THE WORD 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
  
Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into 

your presence and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on 

earth may always be pleasing to you, and in the life to come give us the 

fulfillment of what you have promised; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
 



First Reading                                      Jeremiah 23:23-29  
     
23 “Am I only a God nearby,” declares the Lord, 

    “and not a God far away? 
24 Who can hide in secret places 

    so that I cannot see them?” 

declares the Lord. 

    “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” 

declares the Lord. 
25 “I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I 

had a dream! I had a dream!’ 26 How long will this continue in the hearts of these 

lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds? 27 They think 

the dreams they tell one another will make my people forget my name, just as 

their ancestors forgot my name through Baal worship. 28 Let the prophet who has 

a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. 

For what has straw to do with grain?” declares the Lord. 29 “Is not my word like 

fire,” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Psalm of the Day                                  Psalm 4A 

 

 
  

Answer me when I call to you, 

    my righteous God. 

Give me relief from my distress; 

    have mercy on me and hear my prayer.   Refrain 
  



Tremble and do not sin; 

    when you are on your beds, search your hearts and be silent. 

Offer the sacrifices of the righteous 

    and trust in the Lord.    Refrain 
 
Many, Lord, are asking, “Who will bring us prosperity?” 

    Let the light of your face shine on us. 

In peace I will lie down and sleep, 

    for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. Amen.   Refrain 

                             
 
Second Reading                       Hebrews 12:1-13 
 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 

throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us 

run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 

pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the 

cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 

God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will 

not grow weary and lose heart. 
4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding 

your blood. 5 And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement 

that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says, 

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 

    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 
6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” 
7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what 

children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and 

everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and 

daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us 



and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father 

of spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; 

but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his 

holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 

however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have 

been trained by it. 
12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 “Make level paths for 

your  

feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation                          1 Corinthians 15:58 
 
Alleluia. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you 

know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. Alleluia. 

 
 
Gospel                                      Luke 12:49-53 
 
49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already 

kindled! 50 But I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under 

until it is completed! 51 Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell 

you, but division. 52 From now on there will be five in one family divided against 

each other, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, 

father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 

against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 

against mother-in-law.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
 
 



Hymn                        O Holy Spirit, Enter In    #590            
 
O Holy Spirit, enter in and in our hearts your work begin, 

your dwelling place now make us. 

Sun of the soul, O Light divine, around and in us brightly shine, 

to joy and gladness wake us 

that we may be truly living, to you giving prayer unceasing 

and in love be still increasing. 
 
Give to your Word impressive pow’r that in our hearts from this good hour 

as fire it may be glowing, 

that in true Christian unity we faithful witnesses may be, 

your glory ever showing. 

Hear us, cheer us by your teaching; let our preaching and our labor 

praise you, Lord, and serve our neighbor. 
 
O mighty Rock, O Source of life, let your dear Word, in doubt and strife, 

in us be strongly burning 

that we be faithful unto death and live in love and holy faith, 

from you true wisdom learning. 

Your grace and peace on us shower; by your power Christ confessing, 

let us see our Savior’s blessing 

           
 
Sermon                                       Jeremiah 23:23-29 

God’s Word is the Right Tool 
 

 
The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 



Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

 
 
Please be seated 

 
 
Prayer of the Church  
 
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the 

gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise 

you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  
Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our 

confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our 

trust in your promises and our desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 
  
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train 

them in lives of faith.  

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all 

godly walks of life. 
 
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, 

administer, and judge our laws. 



Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, 

medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for 

those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those 

who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws 

near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer and special intercessions 

  
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who 

now rest from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with 

sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 
 
Offering Hymn                    We Give Thee but Thine Own   #750          

 
The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the 

world. If you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 

ministry. 
 
♫   We give thee but thine own whate’er the gift may be 

All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 
May we thy bounties thus, as stewards true receive, 

And gladly as thou blessest us, to thee our first-fruits give. 

                        

 



The Sacrament 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

 
 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, 

there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy                            CW  #167 
 
♫   Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:  

heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he, blessed is he,  

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you 

sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through 

him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, 

conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your 

promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal 

death all who believe in you. 
  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have 

gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, 

unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer  

 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he  

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;  

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 
 
O Christ, Lamb of God                            CW #169 
 
♫   O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  



have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

grant us your peace. Amen. 

 
 
Distribution Hymn                 The Will of God Is Always Best   #838  
 
The will of God is always best and shall be done forever; 

and they who trust in him are blest; he will forsake them never. 

He helps indeed in time of need; he chastens with forebearing. 

They who depend on God, their friend, shall not be left despairing. 
 
God is my comfort and my trust, my hope and life abiding, 

and to his counsel, wise and just, I yield, in him confiding. 

The very hairs, his Word declares, upon my head he numbers. 

By night and day God is my stay; he never sleeps nor slumbers. 
 
Lord, this I ask, O hear my plea, deny me not this favor: 

when Satan sorely troubles me, then do not let me waver. 

O guard me well, my fear dispel, fulfill your faithful saying: 

all who believe by grace receive an answer to their praying. 
 
When life’s brief course on earth is run and I this world am leaving, 

grant me to say, “Your will be done,” your faithful Word believing. 

My heav’nly Friend, I now commend my soul into your keeping, 

o’er sin and hell and death as well in you the vict’ry reaping. 

        
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.  



We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our 

love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
Benediction 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
 
Closing Hymn                                                       Fight the Good Fight   #876  
 
Fight the good fight with all your might; 

Christ is your strength and Christ your right. 

Lay hold on life, and it shall be 

your joy and crown eternally. 
 
Run the straight race through God’s good grace; 

lift up your eyes and seek his face. 

Life with its way before us lies; 

Christ is the path and Christ the prize. 
 
Cast care aside, lean on your guide; 

his boundless mercy will provide. 

Lean, and the trusting soul shall prove 

Christ is its life and Christ its love. 
 
Faint not nor fear, his arms are near; 

he changes not, and you are dear. 

Only believe, and you will see 

that Christ is Lord eternally. 

 

 

 



This Week at Zion 
    
 Today:   7:30 / 9:00 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion 
  
 Tue:   6:30 p.m.      Ladies’ Aid meeting 
  
 Thu:   7:00 p.m.      Worship 
 
 Sun:   7:30 / 9:00 a.m.  Worship  
   
Holy Communion   We believe that gathering together at God’s altar to receive 

the Lord’s Supper is a testimony of the confession, commitment and unity we 

share as members of the Lutheran Church. We ask guests who are not members 

of our Lutheran denomination to speak with the pastor before joining us at the 

altar so all may have a clear understanding of our faith and practice.  
 
Ladies’ Aid    The Ladies’ Aid of Zion meets again this Tuesday after a two-

month layoff for the summer. Ladies, you are more than welcome to join this 

service-oriented organization of our congregation. They meet on the 2nd Tuesday 

of each month (except June & July), enjoy some wonderful fellowship and serve 

in so many ways. To find out more, just show up Tuesday night.  
 
We thank   Barb Olsen (Thursday) and Anna Bode (Sunday) for serving as our 

accompanists this weekend. 
 
One Month from Today   Sunday School for children in Pre-K through 8th 

grade begins on August 11th. That Sunday is also the beginning of our fall worship 

schedule, so Sunday School is at 8:30 a.m. and the late service moves back to 

9:45 a.m. Watch the calendar and bulletins in coming weeks for more details.  
 
Meditations   They’re on the cabinets with the newsletters and the Forward in 

Christ magazines. The new devotional booklets start two weeks from today 

(Sunday). Get into (or stay in) the good habit of being in God’s Word every day.  
 
Summer Concert   This year the WELS Wind Ensemble is excited to present 

“American Glory” for their summer concert. It will include sacred and patriotic 

music, tv & movie tunes, marches and so much more…there’s something for 

EVERYONE! You’ll be treated to their traditional Hot Dog Supper, door prizes, 

and lots of FUN! We hope to see you there! The concert will be at 4 p.m. this 



afternoon (Sunday) at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 1310 N. Center Street in 

Beaver Dam. 
 
KML Clay Shoot & Wine Event   The KML Foundation is hosting their annual 

Clay Shoot & Wine Event on Saturday, September 17, at the Mayville Gun Club 

which is a new and exciting venue for us! This growing event is fun for everyone, 

whether an expert hunter or simply a novice. The Wine Event is an opportunity 

to learn about, and sample, some wines, paint a glass, and enjoy some great 

fellowship. Go to www.kmlhs.org/clayshoot22 to register, sponsor, or donate. All 

proceeds go to the KML Sportsman Fund which supports student assistance. 
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